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AGENDA FOR THE REGULAR GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF THE 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COUNCIL (DVC) 

KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION 
500 WEST TEMPLE STREET, ROOM 140 A & B 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dvcouncil/ 

 
FRIDAY, JUNE 6, 2025; 10:00 A.M. (PACIFIC TIME) 

 
TO PARTICIPATE REMOTELY 

MS TEAMS CALL IN (AUDIO ONLY) 
Join on your computer, mobile app, or room device. 

 
Join the meeting now  

Meeting ID: 292 068 602 846 6  
Passcode: ot9Bc3VM  

 

+1 323-776-6996, 679352518# 
United States, Los Angeles 

 
Find a local number  

Phone conference ID: 679 352 518#  
 

 
Please bring your smart devices! 

Meeting materials will be accessible via the LA County Domestic Violence Council (DVC) website. LIMITED HARD COPIES 
of materials will be distributed in compliance with LA County’s green initiative to Recycle and Reduce Waste 

(https://pw.lacounty.gov/epd/drp/resource/pdfs/DRP%20Fact%20Sheet%20SC.pdf) 
 

DVC CHAIR Lan Pham, DVC Executive Director 
DVC STEERING COMMITTEE/CO-CHAIRS Kate Forrest, Gail Pincus, Barbara Kappos, Kate Marr, 

Rachelle Neshkes, Ruth Rivera, Giovanna Martinez, Jaye 
Prado, Varsha N., Cecelia Walker, Bernita Walker, Krysta 
Warfield, Nancy Volpert, Minty Siu-Kootnikoff. 

DVC STAFF TO THE MEETING Cindy Hernandez, DVC Staff Assistant II 
Ashley Phillips, DVC Sr. Health Analyst 

 
AGENDA POSTED: June 3, 2025. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: Sign Language (ASL) Interpreters, Communication Access Real-Time Transcription, Assistive 
Listening Devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability, please 
make your request is at least 72 hours prior to the meeting. Due to difficulties in securing Sign Language Interpreters, five 
or more business days’ notice is strongly recommended. For additional information, please call 213-974-2799 or email 
dvc@ph.lacounty.gov. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: Supporting documentation can be obtained at http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dvcouncil/. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Public comment should not exceed TWO minutes per agenda item. Speakers much reserve 
commentary to items or interest which are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the DVC. Please note that the Chair 
of the meeting reserves the right to reduce the amount of time for public comment based upon the number of speakers. 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dvcouncil/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjgzMGNmNzAtOGQ0NC00Y2QwLWFkYzctMWQ3YjdiMzc1YjZh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2207597248-ea38-451b-8abe-a638eddbac81%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220f1190cc-7c89-47e7-a4be-b979ea4dd2a2%22%7d
tel:+13237766996,,679352518
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/59faf13e-578a-487d-946f-464e4c48a4e2?id=679352518
https://pw.lacounty.gov/epd/drp/resource/pdfs/DRP%20Fact%20Sheet%20SC.pdf
mailto:dvc@ph.lacounty.gov
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dvcouncil/
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DVC MISSION: The Los Angeles County Domestic Violence Council (DVC) provides leadership in the creation and support 
of a victim/ survivor-centered, countywide, and coordinated approach to educate, prevent, and respond to domestic/ 
intimate partner violence. 

AGENDA 
 

ITEM DESCRIPTION LEAD 

I. Welcome and Introductions. (10 min.) 
 Remarks by the Chair 
 DVC Co-Chairs and Attendees Self-Introductions 

Lan Pham, Executive Director 
Domestic Violence Council (DVC) 
LA County – Dept. of Public Health 

II. Centralized Access (30 min.) Cristina Cortes, Senior Manager - 
Domestic Violence Homeless Services 
Coalition 
Downtown Women’s Center 

 
Lajhiah Giraud, Manager, Domestic 
Violence Systems Alignment 
& 

Stephanie Whack, Domestic Violence 
Program Coordinator, DV System 
Alignment 
LAHSA 

III. Report back on May 9, 2025, joint DVA-DVC “DV and Mental 
Health” Event. (10 min.) 

Dachelle Kendrick, Chair 
Domestic Violence Alliance (DVA) 
City of Los Angeles 

IV. Report back on May 29, 2025, joint LACCW – DVC “DV 
Briefing”. (10 min.) 

Aquilina Soriano Versoza, Chair 
LA County – Commission for Women/ 
Violence Against Women and Girls 
Committee 

V. Immigration Report from LA VAWA Network (20 min.) LA VAWA Network 

VI. Matter not on the posted agenda (to be presented and placed 
on a future agenda) (5 min.) 

 

VII. Public Comments not to exceed two minutes person and must 
be on items of interest which are within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the DVC. 

 

VIII. Meeting adjourns.  

 
 

For information on DVC future meetings: http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dvcouncil/calendar/calendar.htm/ 
 
 
 
 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dvcouncil/calendar/calendar.htm/
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DVC OBJECTIVES 

The Los Angeles County Domestic Violence Council (DVC) intends to reduce incidents of domestic/intimate partner violence in Los 
Angeles County by: 

1. Establishing and coordinating systems and procedures to provide a working forum for interaction and the exchange of 
information between public, private, and non-profit agencies that provide services, resources, support, and education to 
individuals to end domestic/intimate partner violence.  

2. Identifying and analyzing prevention, intervention, and treatment techniques related to domestic/intimate partner violence.  

3. Sharing critical analysis of current and proposed legislation and policies to the DVC membership, the Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors (the Board), and other interested parties.  

4. Creating a repository of domestic/intimate partner violence related data and resources for use by DVC members, public, private, 
and non-profit agencies, the media, educational sources, and other interested parties. 

DVC STANDING COMMITTEES: 

DVC 
COMMITTEE 

DESCRIPTION CO-CHAIRS 

Committee of 
System 

Improvement 
(CSI) 

 

CSI works to implement DV laws and policies and to provide resources and 
problem-solving support to community partners when implementation 
issues and problems arise.   

Kate Forrest, Sr. Staff Attorney 
Jenesse Center Inc. 

 
Rachelle Neshkes, Sr. Attorney 

Survivor Justice Center 

Gail Pincus, Executive Director 
Domestic Abuse Center 

Health 
Committee 

 

The Health Committee works to promote cross-sector collaboration 
between healthcare and domestic violence advocacy fields, improve 
response to DV and the health impacts of violence, and advance 
transformational policy and systems change in intersectional approaches to 
communities impacted by violence within Los Angeles. 

Barbara Kappos, Executive Director 
East Los Angeles Women’s Center 

 
Kate Marr, Executive Director 

Community Legal Aid SoCal 
 

Ruth Rivera, Wellness Program Coordinator  
East Los Angeles Women’s Center  

LGBTQIA+ 
Issues 

Committee 
 

LGBTQIA+ Issues Committee works to engage communities, to bring 
visibility, and to raise awareness of the disproportionate prevalence of 
domestic violence and multiple other forms of violence impacting LGBTQIA+ 
communities. Also works to educate service providers about the barriers 
that LGBTQIA+ community face when accessing services.   
 
The goals are to expand LGBTQIA+ affirming inclusiveness services to people 
who experience violence and people using power and control; and to 
corporate the needs of LGBQIA+ people county-wide. 

Giovanna Martinez, Executive Director of  
Women’s and Children’s Crisis Shelter 

 
Jaye Prado, Manager 
Anti-Violence Services 

The LGBTQ Center Long Beach 

Interfaith 
Committee on 

Intimate 
Partner 

Violence  

Interfaith works to inform, educate, and support the faith community in the 
prevention and response to domestic violence, inclusive of all religions. 
 

Varsha N., JD 
Founder ROAR Training & Consulting, LLC 

Mayo Clinic Trained Wellness Coach 
 

Cecelia Walker, Coordinator 
Angel Step Inn 

 
Bernita Walker, CEO and Co-Founder 

Project:  PeaceMakers, Inc. 
L.A. 

Regional 
Policy 

Committee 
(LARP) 

LARP is a joint Committee of the LA County DVC and LA City DVA.  LARP 
works to evaluate and recommend appropriate legislation to its 
membership and the LA County Board of Supervisors. 
 

Nancy Volpert, Principal 
Progress Advisors  

 
Minty Siu-Kootnikoff, Legal Services Director 

Sojourn 
Shelter 

Directors 
Committee 

The Shelter Directors Committee works to strengthen domestic violence 
shelters and to provide comprehensive support to survivors. 

Krysta Warfield, Outreach Program Manager 
Haven Hills 

Giovanna Martinez, Executive Director of  
Women’s and Children’s Crisis Shelter 
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